
 

SHADES OF SUMMER 

25th July - 1st September 







 

 

I originally trained as a designer, gaining a BA (hons) in Fashion 
Design with a specialism in printed textiles at Central St. Martin's 
School of Art in the early 1990's. 

After working in various areas of the fashion & textile design   
industry in London & Brighton, including a time as a trendspotter 
for an international vintage clothing company, a career break to 
raise my children has led me to rediscover my earlier obsession 
with drawing & painting. 

My paintings tend to be both expressive & joyful. I 'm particularly 
inspired by the vivacious wildflowers and big skies I see in the 
countryside around my home.  Many of my pictures also include 
memories of the beautiful, larger than life flowers which my 
Grandad grew in his garden.  My work is also strongly influenced 
by old textiles, both in the colours I choose and in my use of     
collage and mark-making to add texture and depth. 

Nicky Chubb 

Front cover: Lara Cobden   ‘Birds, Bees, Butterfly & Spider  Oil on canvas   91cm x 121cm     £1,795   



Brand New Day   Acrylic    Framed size: 73cm x 73cm       £700.00 

Spring has sprung   Acrylic      Framed size: 73cm x 73cm  £700.00 



Dancing in the Breeze I  & II     Acrylic  on canvas   Framed size: 34.5cm x 34.5cm  £225.00 

Garden I & II    Acrylic on canvas    Unframed size: 30cm x 30cm £150.00 each 

Dancing Stream I & II    Acrylic  on canvas   Framed size: 34.5cm x 34.5cm £225.00 each 





              

 

Lara Cobden 

 

A London born artist, Lara graduated with a BA Hons in 

Fine Art Painting at Brighton University in 1995.  Lara has 

recently relocated to Norfolk after spending 12 years     

living and painting on Valentia Island, Co Kerry, Ireland. 

The soft subtle palette of Norfolk’s landscape peppered 

with ancient woodlands and manicured gardens and the 

endless variety of flora & fauna are what currently inspire 

Lara Cobden’s new work. 

In dramatic contrast to the barren turf bogs, rugged 

mountains and wild Atlantic seas of her previous habitat, 

Lara’s new work focuses on the quintessentially English 

nature of her surroundings. 

Stemming  from a general theme of recollection and a 

sense of place the origin of her work stems from a           

fascination and curiosity about the relationship between 

reminiscence, painting and photography.  Interested in the 

play between photos of moments that have been captured 

instantly in contrast with painted images which have been 

considered, selected and specifically composed, these 

works are visual diaries informed by observation, memory 

& meditation. 

 



Dried Frog, Lantern & Heartsies  Oil on board  Framed size: 67cm x 57cm   £995 

Lacy lily pad, Iris pine & kernal Oil on board  Framed size: 57cm x 67cm   £995 



Ode to Molly (forget me not)    Oil on linen   Unframed size: 61cm x 46cm    £895 

Summer bed & blues   Oil on board   Unframed size: 60cm x 80cm    £895 





 

 
 

Katty McMurray    

 

Katty McMurray was born in London in 1970. After graduating from the 
Chelsea School of Art in 1991 she moved to Brighton and over the last        
decade she has exhibited widely throughout the UK and her paintings have 
acquired a huge following. 

Katty’s work stems from her love of drawing. While away on location, she 
spends her time sketching; quickly and often using a single line, she records 
her immediate impressions of a place. 

On returning to her studio, these drawings are used as a base for her larger 
paintings in oil on canvas, keeping the strong lines and using colours to     
recreate the atmosphere of the particular place. 

Over the last decade Katty has had a series of sell out solo and mixed shows, 
and continues to exhibit with galleries in London and around the UK, such as 
Thompson’s galleries, Ingo Fincke Gallery, Lena Boyle Fine Art, Cambridge 
Contemporary Art, The Fairfax Galleries and The Curwen Gallery. 

Katty's original handmade screen prints, are either taken directly from her 
sketch books or are full colour, using a series of layers to create the final 
prints. 

She has also had cards published by the Art Group and The Cannes Down 
Press. 

In 1999 she was selected to be the Brighton Festival Poster artist and has 
been commissioned for a painting on the Cunard Cruise Liner the ‘Queen  
Victoria’, and a series of 10 paintings for ‘Harbour Way’ apartments by     
Taylor Woodrow for Bryant Homes. 

In 2006 she was commissioned to draw a series of London Landmarks to be 
reproduced over 200 times on a scale of 3 metres each for ‘The Hoxton      
Hotel’ in London. 

Last year Great Ormond Street Hospital bought two collections of Katty’s 
paintings, they now have over 25 works on display, and the Royal Sussex 
Neo- natal unit have purchased a collection of her hand made silk screen 
prints. 

 

‘Katty’s landscapes and seascapes are deceptively simple and serenely evoca-
tive’ – ‘Cool blue-greys and earthy shades infuse her work, even close to home 



Aberaeron harbour   Oil on canvas  Framed size: 91cm x91cm     £2,300 

        Arrivig at Polperro  Oil on canvas  Framed size: 76cm x 76cm   £1,500 



Daisies over the harbour   Oil on canvas Framed size: 56cm x 56cm       £850 

Lobster Pots on the harbour wall   Oil on canvas  Framed size: 45.5cm x 45.5cm   £565 





 

 

 

. 

 

Rebecca Lardner 

Rebecca Lardner was born in Swanage, Dorset in 1971.   After 
completing an Art Foundation Course she graduated from the 
University of Liverpool with a BA Honours degree in                 
Illustration. She went on to build a highly successful career as an   
artist and illustrator, fulfiling commissions for a number of   
high-profile clients including Paul McCartney's Music Academy, 
as well as a range of magazines and record sleeves.  

 

Influenced by Cornish artist Alfred Wallis, Rebecca's distinctive 
oils on canvas are beautifully depicted portrayals of life on the 
land and the sea. The large ensemble cast of figures, boats and 
sea birds creates an impression of ceaseless activity, and this is 
heightened by the natural curves of the classic English harbour 
which provide movement and energy. Her palette is based 
strongly on the colours of the sea, with blues, greens and greys 
dominating the entire canvas. 

 

Rebecca Lardner is now able to devote more time to her paint-
ing and has travelled the world from Ireland to India undertak-
ing prestigious corporate commissions. She has exhibited in a 
range of high calibre galleries in the UK, Europe and the USA and 
her evocative oils sell to collectors from all over the world 



Seasong   Giclee Mounted size: 45cm x 47cm   £125.00 Rockpools  Giclee Mounted size: 45cm x 47cm  £125,00 

  Gone Fishing  Giclee  Mounted size:  55cm x 69cm   £215.00 



 

 

Leo Davey studied illustration at Falmouth College of Arts in  
Cornwall. He now lives and paints in West Somerset on the edge of 
Exmoor. 

 

His work, although being very distinctive, is varied in both style 
and subject matter, from loose landscapes to painstakingly         
finished cityscapes, from underwater seascapes to artwork for 
railway posters and more. 

 

Leo tends to work with a combination of Indian ink, watercolour, 
gouache and pencil, constantly producing new pieces, developing 
and trying new ways of working and searching for new                 
inspiration. “One new landscape artist to watch out for”.  

Leo Davey 



Linseed field                Watercolour      Framed size: 53cm x 39.5cm                  £595 

Linseed and wild flowers      Watercolour      Framed size: 53cm x 39.5cm     £595 



Rapeseed field               Watercolour      Framed size: 53cm x 39.5cm                    £595 

Foxgloves                    Watercolour      Framed size: 52cm x 52cm           £675 





 

Joseph Silcott 

After leaving Liverpool Art School with a degree in Graphic    
Design, Joseph continued his education at St Martins School of 
Art. He has since worked as a     freelance illustrator creating 
artwork for a variety of clients, which include the BBC, London 
Buses, The Times and The Guardian newspapers and Varig     
airlines. Joseph has recently completed a range of appointments 
teaching fine art, graphics,        illustration and textiles and now 
extends his own artistic practice by exhibiting his artwork      
internationally. 
 

"Inspiration for my recent work comes primarily from Nature 

and in particular butterflies and moths and the folklore and  

mythology surrounding these insects, to produce work with a 

narrative quality.  I like the school of thought that butterflies 

represent the soul.  I tend to work in series and as well as       

interpreting butterfly myth and folklore, I draw inspiration 

from classical music, in particular the Papillons piece by Robert 

Schumann which attempts to capture their movement and 

flight, and Puccini's Madam Butterfly.  Nocturnes by various 

classical composers also, I feel, capture the spirit and              

characteristics of the moth perfectly.  I am also inspired by the 

Victorian obsession of collecting, preserving and presenting  

insects in boxes. 

"My butterflies are created from collaged paper.  I really enjoy 
the process of collage, layering and texturing various elements 
from disparate sources and combining these to create a           
cohesive whole 



      The birds    Hand cut collage    Framed size: 53cm x 53cm    £600 

  The birds    Hand cut collage    Framed size: 45cm x 53cm    £400 



Corona Ideopsis   £600 Blue Danube   £550 

Butterfly Ball Map   £550  Butterfly Ball   £550 

Hand cut collages  Framed size: 53cm x 53cm   





SUMIKO SEKI 

 

 

In traditional Japanese art, emotions are often expressed through 
the representation of the natural world. Sumiko Seki’s recent 
paintings draw on these traditions to portray the transience of life 
by depicting flowers in their exquisite temporary bloom and      
inevitable journey into decay. 

Seki’s paintings echo the symbolism of Japanese kimono design, 
which often has complex levels of meaning. Her intense cadmium 
yellows, for example, express the joy of harvest, whilst her red 
paintings symbolise passionate but transient love. Flowers that 
Seki selects are symbolic of human traits. The bamboo, for in-
stance, bends in the wind but never breaks. One of the most    
striking aspects of Seki’s work is the way her flowers appear to 
float over their ethereal backgrounds. 

Seki studied calligraphy in Japan, and this informs her direct      
impasto brush strokes. Birds, animals and butterflies (a symbol of 
rebirth) appear from the backgrounds and seem to hint at other 
symbols and narratives. 

Awards 

Bloomberg New Contemporaries 2003, Short listed, London 
The Red Mansion Spero Prize 2002, Short listed, London 
The First Prize, Sefton Open Exhibition, Sefton 
Elizabeth Sccot Moore Prize, Watercolour C21, London 
Art Review Magazine Student Prize, Watercolour C21, London 

Collections 

Linklaters & Co. Ltd, New York 

Fidelity Investment International, London 



Midnight Summer Garden   Oil on canvas  Unframed size: 72cm x 97cm   £2,200 

Pink Gerbera    Oil on canvas  Unframed size: 38cm x 38cm  £800 



   Yellow Stardust    Oil on canvas   Unframed size: 97cm  x 127cm      £3,500 

Green Aurora     Oil on canvas      Unframed size: 127cm x 97cm             £3,000 





 

 

Nel Whatmore 

Nel Whatmore is currently married to the writer Mark Morris and 
they have two children David and Polly. Mark writes in the       
mornings and Nel Whatmore paints in the afternoons, the rest of 
their time is divided looking after their children.  
 
Nel Whatmore's studio is a 200-year-old granary only five minutes 
from their house. Music and colour form an integral part of Nel's 
work. The former she finds focuses her mind; the latter is her main 
inspiration.  
 
Although Nel uses pastels predominately she has recently intro-
duced watercolour into her work: "I feel as though my work has  
developed greater fluidity and vibrancy through the use of            
watercolour."  
 
"After studying for a Foundation Course in Art & Design at           
Wolverhampton University, I then went on to study for a Bachelor 
of Arts degree at Trinity and All Saints College, Leeds, from 1982-
1985. Shortly afterwards, in 1986, I was awarded a grant from the 
‘Princes Youth Business Trust’ and was one of the few people      
chosen to represent the ‘Princes Youth Business Trust’ at the      
Chelsea Flower Show in 1990.  
 
My exhibitions have taken place at the Albert Docks in Liverpool, 
Chelsea Flower Show and numerous ‘Princes Youth Business Trust’ 
shows at the NEC in Birmingham. As well as this I have also held my 
own one-woman show for over 12 years. This major exhibition was 
held, for the first time this year, at the Halcyon Gallery in                
Birmingham and was a resounding success. My work is now sold 
widely both here in the UK and in America, as well as other       
countries, in the form of limited editions, posters, and greeting 
cards."  
 



Sing your heart out     Pastel       Framed price:  122cm x 117cm           £4,995 



Sing it girls   Oil on board    Framed size: 53cm x 54cm              £695 

Flamboyant to the end  Pastel 46cm x 46cm  £895     Best of friends  Paste 51cm x 51cm     £895 


